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Marine Accidents in Okinawa 2021

Okinawa Prefectural Police

English Translation (Draft)

Elementary school student dies while snorkeling

On August 28th at around 2:00pm, a 7-year-old elementary school boy drowned while
snorkeling on the beach in Kaneku, Kadena Town. Was found later but confirmed dead at
the hospital

Tourist dies while snorkeling

On August 16th at around 11:00am, five tourists were snorkeling at the beach in
Nakama, Onna Village. Four of them returned to the beach, but one woman in her 50s
did not return, so they called for help. She was later found and confirmed dead.

Elementary school student drowned while swimming

On August 15th at around 5:00pm, a 7-year-old boy drowned while swimming at the
shore in Nakama, Onna Village. He was rescued by his father who was swimming with
him.

High school student was swept away by the tide and rescued

On August 15th at around 4:00pm, a high school student went into the sea to pick up
his/her slippers at Okubu Island in Nanjo City. The current was too fast and he drowned
but the fisherman nearby rescued the student.

Okinawa resident was rescued while snorkeling

On August 14th at around 5:00pm, two men in their 20s were caught in the tidal waves
while snorkeling on the beach at Onna Village, and were rescued by nearby fishermen.

Tourist Drowns While Snorkeling

On August 14th at around 10:00pm, a father and daughter were snorkeling at Shigira
Beach in Miyako Island. The father tried to save his daughter from being swept out to
sea, but the daughter clung to him and drowned. They were rescued.

Junior high school student died while swimming in a river.

On August 10th at around 1:00pm, two junior high school students drowned while
swimming in a river in Urasoe City, and one of them reached the shore on his own, but
the other died.

Jetski drifted while wakeboarding

On August 9th at around 2:00pm, three Okinawa resident were rescued while
wakeboarding in Katsuren-Higa. The engine of their jetski stopped and were drifted
ashore.

Okinawa resident died while snorkeling.

On August 9th at around noon, a man in his 60s was found floating in the sea in Fukai,
Ishigaki City, wearing snorkeling gear, and was later confirmed dead.

Tourist died while diving

On August 2th at around 2:00 pm, a male tourist in his 40's sent a signal to the guide
diver that he was in trouble while diving, later lost consciousness while surfacing. He
was taken to the hospital in cardiopulmonary arrest but later died.

Fisherman died while skin diving

On July 25th, a man in his 70s went skin diving on a reef in Makiminato, Urasoe City, and
did not return home. He was found the following day on the 26th but confirmed dead.

Junior and high school students rescued while swimming

On July 25th at around 4:00 pm, a group of junior and high school boys were swimming
at the mouth of a river in Agarie, Nago City. One of them was swept away and another
member went to rescue him was also swept away. Later, they were rescued by rescuers
and the fire department that noticed the situation.

Tourist swept away by tide while snorkeling

On July 25th at around 6:00 am, a male tourist was swept away by the tide while
snorkeling at the beach in Kabira, Ishigaki City. He was later rescued by the people of the
lodging facility, who were concerned that the man had not returned.

Parent and child swpt away while SUP

OnJuly 18th at around 5:00 pm, parent and child of Okinawa resident were swept away
by the wind while SUP and could not return to the shore in Nashiro, Itoman City. They
were found and rescued by Japan Coast Guard's helicopter.
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Tourist rescued while snorkeling

On July 14th at around 9:00 am, a male tourist accidentally swallowed seawater while
snorkeling at a beach in Irabu, Miyako Island, and nearly drowned. Other swimmers
noticed the incident and threw a floatation ring and was rescured.

Tourist died while snorkeling

On July 7th at around 3:00 pm, a male snorkeler in his 60s was found floating on the
surface of the sea at Nagannu Island, west of Naha, and was later confirmed dead.

Tourist and guide swept out to sea during SUP

On July 2nd at around noon, two guides and two users were paired and were using SUP
at the Shinjo Beach in Miyako Island. One pair's guide noticed that the other pair swept
out to sea by the wind, but was unable to rescue. Rescued by fishing boat that was
passing by.

Rescued family that swept away while swimming

On July 17th at around 10:00 am, Okinawa resident family members were swimming
with their lifejackets at the shore of Bise, Motobu, were swept out to sea by the tide and
clung to rocks. They were safely rescued.

Two tourists died while snorkeling

On July 16th at around 10:00 am, two female tourists in their 70s were found drifting
unconsciously on the Yonehara beach in Ishigaki City, wearing snorkeling gear, and died
at the hospital where they were taken.

Fisherman's boat capsized and rescued

On June 13th at around 7:00 am, four male Okinawa residents were fishing via boat and
kayak near Zanpa, Yomitan. Water flowed into the boat and was overturned. Residents
clung to kayak and coolerbox. While drifitng, rescued by another fishing boat.

SUP and rubber boat swept away by the tide

On June 6th at around noon, Okinawa resident family were playing with SUP and rubber
boat at Seragaki Beach in Onna. Tide was very strong and could not return back to shore.
While drifting, they were found by a neayby hotel staff and were rescued.

US Marine died while swimming

On June 5th at around 4:00 pm, a group of U.S. Marines were swimming at the Odo
Beach in Itoman where they were caught in high waves near the reef. One of them made
it to shore on own, but one was lost and later confirmed dead.

Strong wind swept SUP out to sea

On June 4th at around 10:00 am, a male resident of the prefecture borrowed a SUP from
a friend and went out to sea, but was unable to return to shore due to strong winds. She
was rescued by the Maritime Safety Agency.

Junior high school student jumping at the breakwater rescued

On June 2nd at around 5:00 pm, a Okinawa resident junior high school student was
jumping into the sea and swimming at the breakwater Irijima, Urasoe. Student was
unable to climb the stairs on the breakwater due to the receding tide and was rescued.

Guest drowns while diving

On May 25th at around 9:00 am, a male tourist in his 40s drowned while scuba diving
with dive shop staffs at the beach in Toya, Yomitan. He was unconscious and not
breathing, but recovered after lifesaving measures.

Water bike capsized and drifted
On May 24th at around 4:00 pm, water bike ridden by tourists capsized and drifted at sea
in Gushiken, Motobu. Was rescued.

Okinawa resident died while snorkeling

On May 3rd at around 5:00 pm, a male Okinawa resident in his 50s was snorkeling with a
friend on the beach at Kaneku, Kadena. He was found lying face down in shoal, sent ot
the hospital but confirmed dead.

Tourist died while snorkeling

On May 2nd at around noon, a father and daughter tourists were snorkeling at Shigira
Beach in Miyako. The daughter's equipment dislodged and panicked, and asked for help.
She managed to go to where her feet can be reached. The father, who was trying to
rescue the daughter, was found floating on the water surface and was later pronounced
dead.

Okinawa resident who was fishing in the harbor fell into the sea

On April 27th at around noon, a man and a woman in their 60s were fishing at a fishing
port in Uruma City. One of them slipped and fell into the sea. The other jumped into the
sea to rescue. Both were rescued by a nearby person.
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Junior high school student jumped from seawall was rescued

On April 21st at around 4:00 pm, seven junior high school students were jumping from
the seawall into the sea at the mouth of a river in Agarie, Nago. One of them drowned
and could not reach the shore by himself. Rescued by friends.

High school student on SUP swept away

On April 4th at around 4:00 pm, two high school students on SUP were swept out to sea
by wind and tidal currents at Ada, Kunigami. They were unable to return to the sea by
themselves and were rescued by the Japan Coast Guard.

US military servicemen swept away by tidal waves while surfing

On March 27th at around 4:00 pm, three US military servicemen were surfing at the
shore of Yonashiro lkei, Uruma. Two of them were swept away by tidal waves and were
rescued by the fire department.

US military serviceman died while snorkeling

On March 27th at around 3:00 pm, US military servicemen in 20s and friend were
snorkeling at Minato, Chatan. Drowned while returning to shore. Later, Fire department
found the serviceman submerged in sea, confirmed dead.

Two women on SUP swept away

On March 26th at around 11:00 am, two women in their 20s, who were attending a
university in Okinawa, were on a SUP in the sea near Shiozaki, ltoman. They were swept
away by the wind and tide. They called help on their own and were rescued by a fishing
boat.

Tourist rescued while diving

On March 19th at around 2:00 pm, a male tourist in his 50s was diving with diving
instructor on the west side of Maeshima, Tokashiki. While surfacing due to lack of air
pressure, he lost consciousness. Was rescued with emergency action.

Okinawa resident died rocky shore fishing

On February 28, six Okinawa residents, including a man in his 50s, were fishing on a

rocky beach at the end of Tsuken Island. They lost track of this man and called Coast
Guard, etc. for search. He was found floating on the surface and was later confirmed
dead.

US miliatary serviceman dield by tidal waves while surfing

On February 28th at around 2:00 pm, a military serviceman in 20s was surfing in the
ocean at lke Island and was lost in the tidal waves. When the fire department and coast
guard received a report, they searched and found the serviceman at the bottom of the
ocean, where he was later confirmed dead.

Swimming tourist rescued

On February 22nd at around noon, a male tourist in his 40s was swimming on his own
from Sesoko Beach to Minna Island (about 3.5 km) but was unable to return on his own.
He was rescued by a fishing boat.

Okinawa resident died while fishing

A man in his 60s told an acquaintance that he was "going to go diving," and his
whereabouts became unknown. While searching, on February 2 at around 9:00 pm,
fishing gear and the man were found floating on the surface of the sea on the west of le
Island, but he was confirmed dead.

Okinawa resident died while fishing from fishing raft

On January 31st at around 8:00 am, a group of five prefectural residents, including a man
in his 50s, were fishing from a fishing raft in Motobu. The group noticed that the man
was missing. Coast Guard found him submerged in water, but confirmed dead.

Okinawa resident rock fishing swept away by tidal waves

On January 30th at around 4:00 pm, an Okinawa resident in his 30s was caught in high
waves while fishing from a rocky beach in Henoko, Kunigami. He was rescued by a fishing
boat while floating on the sea.

Two Okinawa residents who went out to fish died

On January 25th at around 4:00 am, two men (in their 60s and 40s) went out to fish but
did not return home. When the Coast Guard searched the area, they found a capsized
boat. On another day, the two men were found but both were confirmed dead.

Okinawa resident fell off from breakwater while fishing

On January 12nd at around 5:00 am, Okinawa resident man in his 20s was fishing at Ada
Fishing Port when he accidentally stepped off the breakwater and fell into the sea.



